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The aim of this essay is to focus attention on the Transylvarian Froblem by iy defining
the thecry of Daco-Ramar continudy. i) examicing the theory's claim to validity in the
light of tha scwnce of history archasaiogy and linguistics, ni) surveying the theory's
affects on munonty lifa in Transylvania from 1920 to the present day and v) suggesting
wariants of the solulion @ the Transy lvaruan Problem.

At lessl since lhe beginming of the 1896 century right 1o the present day, Rumsanian
histariagraphy has been based on the \heory of the so-called Daco-Raman continuity.
According to this theory the Rumanians of today are the descendants of the Roman
cenerors wha intemamad with the native populalien in Dacia {modarn Transylvanial
between 106 and 275 AL therefore Transylvania is the ancestral homeland, cradle of
the Bumanian pecple. whare non-Rumarians musl be regarded only as latecormers,
colomisls or simply a5 vagrart intruders. Under the Ceausescu regime the continuity
Ihecry had been elevated to ihe layel of state ideology and was taught as degma in
Rumanian schoals from Kinderganen 1o universily. Though unsubstantiated, the clam
of Lraco-Roman cartinuily has found s way even inte histary books and encyclopedias
published in the West. Significantly FRurnania's political leaders, almost 7 years afler
Ceawsescol's dermise, are slill obstinalely clinging o the nebulous conminuity thecry
which serious histonians, archaeclogists and linguists all over the world tend to view
wilh ingraeasing confempl.

HISTORY  Historians, wha ara nol prepared ta compromise the integrity of ther
discipling by poltical partisanship, are bound 1o tind & lat of things wraong with the Daco-
Roman theory They cannot fail to natice thal Bumanian history books uniformly ignore
many salierl histarical facts, which contradict the idea of Latin continuity north of the
Lower Danube. As a result. they are unable to find satizfactory answers in those books
to scotes of perinent questions. It is not explained, for example, how the comparatively
short Roman rule of about 170 years, maintained by the presence of only twa ethnically
mixed legions and scant numbers of administrators and settlers of largely foreign origin
should have been able to achieva the complete and lasting Romanisation of sudh an
hostile and isolated region as Transylvania was ot that time, while the Roman ngla of
800 years in Tunesia, 400 years in Britain, more than 500 years in Eastern Austria and



about 400 years in Western Hungary had chvioushy failed to produce and kave behind
masses of permanently Romarised populations.

After the withdrawal of the Roman army, administration and settlers from the Province
of Dacia Traiama in 275 AD, under the ncreasing pressure of Barbanan iNCLrsions, the
sarious sludent of Rumanian hislary finds imsalf anveloped by the deafening "Silenos
of Historians” lasting for almost a millennium, because ng Roman papulation north of
tha Lower Danube (lat alone in Transylvania is mentioned in historical records until the

end of the 11th century. when the Viachs, ie. the ancesiors of tha Rumariang, wereg first
recarded thara.

South of the Danube, in the Balkans, on the other hand. the presence of the Viachs is
dafinitaly proven by written records from the 8th canlury on. Undeniable is the profound
and lasting influence, on Rumanian cullure and language, of cenluries of clopse
symbiosis between the early Viachs and lhe Southern Slavs, (mainly Bulgarians), in the
Balkans. It was from the Bulgarians that the Viachs adopted the Eastern Orthodox
(Byzantine) form of Christianity. This explains why the language of liturgy was Slav and
the use of the Cyrillic scpt universal in the Rurnanian Church until the middie of the
18th cantury, I the Christianization of the rmythical Daco-Romans andior the aarly
Vlachs had taken place and produced a significant Christian community in Transylvania
as claimed by official Rumanian historniography, it is inconcefvable that the exjsterme of
such a community should have remained undetected and urrecorded by the church

higrarchy in Byzantivm andfor Rome. But the Silence of Historians is profound alse in
Cihurch History,

Also undeniable is the contnued presence of Arumanians, Meglenorumanians and
Iskrorumanians w1 various parts of the Balkane up to our days, an ewkward Facl that
tends ko be ignored or played down by conlempeorary Rumanian historians. Thew
attempts to expfain away this living refutation of their dogma of continuty north of the
Danube on the basis of a hypothetical ‘Capatho-Darubian Common Language Ares
embracing the Balkans and all the regions north of the Danube where Rumanizn ig
spoken today, are as absurd as they are ridiculous. {In this cannection, the discerning
student will, of course, recall that the southem {and larger) pat of thal hypothetical
‘Commaon Larguage area’ was under Roman g for six centuries, compared to onky
170 years for Dacia Traiara. Nevertheless, Rumanian historians insist that Transylvania
is the cradle of the Rumanian languags and the Rumanian peopla., ).




In the cenuries following the Roman withdrawal from Dacia, {he region was submerged
in the successive tidal waves of the Vilkerwanderung History, whese silence
concerning Roman coninuity morth of the Danube after 275 AD is deafening, is cartainly
nol sient about the pecples who occupied Dacia after the depanure of the Romans.
According 1o writlen records, the period from 275 to 896 AD, 18 the year of tha
Hungarian Conguest of the entire Carpathian Basin including, naturally, Transylvania, is
filed with the unbroken rule of Goths, Huns, Gepids, Awars and Bulgaro-Slavs in
Transylvania. {The picture, paintad by certain Rumarian historians, of al least 2 mithon
Dacc-Ramans slaying behind in Dacia after the Reman wilhdrawal, peacefully tiling the
5ail, tending their flocks of sheep and geats, Iving in flourishing cities and villages under
thair native princes and steadfastly mainlaining her Daco-Roman identity amidst the
raging tides of foreign invasions, is as beautiful as a technicolour saga of Hollywood
and just as realistic).

The Hungarian conquercrs of the Carpathian Basin were the first people ta suseeed 1
contrast with Ihe Huns and Avars) in establishing a permanent state in the area. The
former Dacia, renamed 'Erdély’ (Land beyond the forest) and Transylvania' {Latin
transtation of the Hungarian term) by the new masters. was 10 become tha eastermnmost
ouiposi of Western civilisation and an integral part of the Hurganan state for gver 1000
years, untl the end of World War |. By the so-called Peace Treaty of Trianon in 1920,
on the basis of secret treaties concluded in the turmcil of the war, withow! even =
semblance of proper negdtiations, and withoul valid plebiscites. the peacemakars of
Versailles transferred Transylvania with almoest 2 million Hurgarians, an area
reprasenting aver 13" of Histonic Hungary, lo the backward young Balkan stats of
Rumana. (In the interwar pericd, astounded American businassmen, travalling from
Transylvania to Old Rumaniza (and from Croatia to Serksa) could not understand wiy
advanced racas should e subjected to the rule of comparatively backward pecples. It
ramains 1o be seen whathar the guardians of the present wordd order, which in the
Larpathian Basin i still based on the Versaillas Sefllement, are now prepared to admit,
in the haht of the Yugosks lragedy, that the scheme of things forcad upon Central

Eurcpe by Clemenceau, Llioyd George snd YWilson was fundamentally Aawed and must
be discarded},

In the paltically motivated bocks of mylivs, which pass for history books in Furnaniz, the
serious historian wauld ek i van for even a scant allusion to the 1000-year-long roba



of Hungary in omanising the polilical, economic, demographic and cultural fife of
Transylvania. If the Hungarians are mentionad at all, they are depicled as harbarous
oppressors of the cubured Daco-Roman majonity population. Therefare, such awkward
facts are nol mertioned a3 eq. that it was in Hungarian Transyfvania thal the first
effeclive measures ware laken by bath the ruling Hungarian prince of the day and
Saxon-German and Hungarian private individuals to raise the desperately low cultural
standards of the immigranl Wachs arrving from their homeland in the Balkans. Books
wara publishad for the Viachs, including the first ever Wallachian book printed with Latin
letters {n 1570 ADY, the first ever school textbook pninted in Wallachian, the first
Wallachiary Bible {a tanslation from Hunganan) which antedated the first Biole
translation in Wallachia proper by 40 years, etc. These books mark the beginnings of

the Rumanian Herary language. The very first primary schools for Viach childeen were
npenad by the order of the reling Hungarian prince.

Rumanian history books also ignore the fact that # was in 1210 AD thal Viachs were
first officially menioned n Transylvania (in 1164 AD in Moldavia) just inside the
southern border between Hungary and the Baikan. Also played down is the tact that in
1234 AD Pope Gregory IX., in his letter to Princa Béla (later King Bala IV. of Hungary),
asked "for the sake of God to grant refuge to those poor Viachs trving to escape their
Cuman masters". {This lettar is mast enlightening because it is clearly depicling =
situation whera Viach refugees from the Balkans are 10 find refuge in Hungarian
Transylvana in the {first haf of the 13th century. an event that was 10 be repeated
cauntfass limas in the following centuries). No less significant, and gererally ignored by
Rumanian histerians, 1s the royal decree of 1253 AD of Andrew 11l of Hungary whereby
ALL Wlachs |n Transylvania were to be settled on the royal estale of Székes
{Obviously, this means that the Viachs could net possibly have represented the majonty
of Transylvania's population at that lime if that could be settled cn a single regal estate).
Equally important in this connection is the wall-known Regestrum VYaradiense {Register
of Varad; listing 2500 names of persens invalved in proceedings of ordesls from about
B0 Transylvanian saftiaments between 1205 and 1238 AD and containing nat a single

Watlachian name.

The abova seleclion of available writlen records proves thal the migeation of lhe Yiachs
from the Balkans in the firsl half of the 13lh century was not significant. Their numbers
started to grow after the highly destructive Maongolian invasien of Hungary in 1241, In
the following centuries, wunder the impact of the relentless advance of Otloman powear in




the Balkans, the trickle of immigrant Viachs becams a steady stream PEoLting Nk
Hungarian Transylvania. |n the 18th century, the stream turmed into & flocd, as
paasants, escaping grinding poverty and exploilation by Turks and fulirmg Phanariols in
the Vilach principafities, fled by thair hundreds of thousands to the safe haven of
Transylvama. Contemparary written records of thrs mass tnigration are extant

After analysing ihe avarlable and reliable historical records (con sidering evan the lack of
therm, as representad by the 'Silence of Historians' concerming Ramar contruity north
of the Danube} it can be concluded that the theary of Daco-Roman continuity is invald

ARCHEDLOGY  Archaeslogical finds da not lend validity to the continuity theory
Either. Attempts. somelimes amusing, scmetimas pathetic, by Rumanian archasologists
to prove that Transylvania is lhe cradle of the Rumanian peqple  must ramain
uncorvinging as long as fhese genllemsn have nol succeeded m indusing avery
skeletan, peacefully resting in hisher grave in the company of a Roman denarius, a
fragment of Roman pettery, or a Roman sword in the cemeteres established an
Transylvanian sorl betwean 275 AD and the Hunganan Conguest, to state his/her athnic
affilation in classical Latin, or in the Daco-Roman idiom.

The presence of Roman chjecls unearthed in regions oulside the Roman Empire is
withoul ethnic signficance. Such finds prove nothing moere and nothing Iess {han the

great influznce of the Roman sivilisation reaching out beyond the frontiers far into
Barbaticumn.

As for the former Roman towns in Transylvania (Lhers were only 11 ar 12, fewer than in
any othar province of the Roman Empire), where. according fo Rumanian
higioricgraghy, the process of Romanisation of the Daciarn population had faken placs,
excavalions prove thal after the Roman withdrawal Roman urban Ife had come to an
end. (Significantly. Latin terms conceming urban living are completely missing in the
Fumanian language) In contrast to eg. contemporany Slovenia, no Roman town names
survivad in Transylvan:a. Curing the Avar and Slav Invasions, el the cilies of former
Dacia disappeared. Al histonic citiss of Hungarian Transyhania, without exception,
ware founded by Hunganans and Saxon-Germans, and not by mythical Daco-Romans
or immigrant Vlachs. Tangible eviderrce in Transylvane's architectura lostifies primarily
10 a Hunganan past eg. at least 278 stone churches built by Hungarian Ghristians from
the 10" to the 17" century are on record. By comparison, the first stane church buill by



VY0achs was nol completed until the beginmng of the 14 century, with 7 additional
churches buit by them by the beginning of the 15" cantury

Nor 1= thare any archaeological or any ather kind of evidence of 3 mass withdrawal of
population 1o the shaler of Transylvania’s mountains where, according to Rumanian

historians, he mearmyhife Chrstianised Daco-Romans had weslhered the slormy
centuries af the Barbanan Invasions before the Hungarian Conguest.

In the ight of the testimony of archagelogical irds and evidence reflected in stone and
brick on the =oil of Trangylvania, ong is justified in concluding: the Daco-Reman theory
i5 wahd. (Be it g2 in passing that an unbridgeable gulf separatas the points of view of
Rumanian archaeologists and linguisls on the arigin of the Rumanian people).

LINGUISTICS The most important pece of evidence againgt the validiy of the

continuity theory is the Rumanian language itsef, which, alang with the other Romanoe
languages, shows all the characteristic. features of Late Latin, io. all the innowvalions
which developed in Latin during the 3™ to the 7 centuries. |n addibion, the Rurmanian
languags, as a branch of East Latin, shows wrenistakable ties with Dalenatian, the
dialects of Sodlh Raly and the Latin elements of the South Slavic languages and
Albanan. [Especially close s the conneclion betwasn 1he csebsiralurm of Rumanian and
ancient Albanian, which, immediately before and duning the Roman damination, was the
main language of the cenlral areas of the Balkan Peninsula). Al this means that the
ancastors of the Rumanians rousl have hved in close contact with the speakers of East
Latin from around 200 AD probably up to the 8™ century This axplaing the lack of basic
differsnces betwesn the existing Fumanian diakects in the Balkans and prasent-day
Rumanian north of the Danube, and he absence of Qld Germanic elements in the
Rumanian language In other words, the early Rumanians could not possibly have been
hving in former Dacia Traiana after the Roman withdrawal because Oacia had bean cul
off and permanently separated from the Roman world since 275 AD at the latest by the
Danubian frontier. (This crucial problem is alse generally ignored in the relevam
litarature published N contemporary Rumania) The surprising fact that modern
Rumarian, language of the seli-styled Daco-Romans. dogs not contain a singte word
that can be reliably traced back o Dacian, doss not enhance the validity of the Daco-
Reoman theory aither.



Anothar surprse awaits the linguist who subjects tha gaographical names in the antire
terrilony of contemporary Rumania to comprehensive scientfic examination and does
not find a shred of evidenca to prove Roman ¢ontinuty noeth of the Canube from the
late antiquity lo the early Middle Ages This means that nol a single place, river or
mountain name canfirms the cantinuity theory, Furtharmere, not a single Dacian place
rafme has survived north of the Danube. In this connection, aspecially revealing are the
figures showing early place names of Hungaran and Ylach ongin and safflaments
exisling today i Transylvania and in the Banal of 511 names of wilages recorded
before the end of the 13" cantury cnly 3 (0.6%) are of Viach crigin, Up to 1400 AD 1757
villages ara mentioned. of which 76 (4.3%) have names of Vlach crigin Due to
mmigration fram ke Balkans the number af Yiach setllaments in Transylvania shows a
significant increase in lhe following centuries. It must be added here thal Rumanians do
not call Transylvania, \hair alleged ancestral hemeland. ‘Dacia’, bul "Ardeal’ which 15 an
obvicus horrowing frem Old Hungarian 'Erdely’ meaning 'Land bayond tha Forest. Last
but not least, one does nol even have o be a rained linguist 1o recognise the truth
about Transylkanmias past as reflected in the names of exsting settlarrents and
geagraphical fealures. Rven @ cursony comparison of parallel lists in Hungarian and
Fumanian of geographical arnd kistore place rames in Transylvania proves that the

Rumanian tarms generally represent direct translations, or phonetically coruptad foms
of the crigingl Hungarian namas.

After sifling and weighing the testimony of historical records, archasology, architecturs.
linguistics and geographical names. the true researcher will drew the logical conclusion
Lthat the Iheory of Daco-Roman continuity is only a8 legend, simple, naive and childish,
ar example of wishful thinking and romanticnationahatic myth-making, arnd, as such,
whely devoid of foundation Consequertiy, Transylvama cannot be regarded as the
cradle of the Rumarian pecple

Unfortunately, there is nothing naively harmless, or childishly innocent about the ysea o
which this ivatid theory - originally a Wol of agitation for political rights for backwar
Transykanian Viachs - has been put by the Rumaman state since the latler's creation
by the great powers al the Berhin Congress i 1878, It was the continuity thecry that
significantly fuesled 1the frengzied agifation by RBumanian chauvinists in Bumania,
Hungarian Transyilvania and Westemn Eurcpe for the annexation of Transylvania, before
and during World War | By he beainmng of the 20m century, as a rasJll of civilised
administration and more than adegquate educational and fiving standards,  the



descendants of the one-time \ach refugees in Tranaylvania had, in spite of alleged
Hungarian opprassion, prospered and grown o form just over 50% of Transylvania’s
total population. (This stale of affars reminds us of the position of Cuban refugees who
have, since 195349 =ettled in Miami and envirens).

After the outbrezak of World War 1, Rumania, allied on paper to the Central Powers,
rarmainad neutral, but carmied on a profiable frade in oil. eatlle and grain with them for
ancther two years. Finally in 1916, after Russia, France, flaly and England had
prarmised aver $/3™ of Histaric Hungary, including, of course. Trangylvania, 1o Rumartia,
she, while officially still an ally of the Central Powsrs declared war on tham and invaded
defenceless Transybvara, But the invasion, launchad in the hope of 8 watkover, soon
provad fo bae a fatal mizcalculation Within 100 days a handful of Gaman and Augire-
Hungarian divisions. hastily trarsferred from cther fronts, fhrew the numenically suparior
Rumanan invadars cut of Transylvania and overran the best part of Rumania insluding
Bucharest, the capital. Decisivaly beaten, Rumania concleded a separate peace with
the Cenlra! Fowers, thus breaking her salemn pledge o the Entente Powers and
apparenlly forfeiting the fabulous prize promised by them.

Breach of treaty nofwithstanding, the peacemakers of Versailles, as indicated abowve,
genercusly rewarded Rumaria for her wartime performance {(or rather the lack of it}
with the whole of East Hungary totaling 103000 59 km, an area as ijarge as
Switzerland, Belgium and Helland put tegether. (By companison, of 325441 sgkm
which had comprised Historic Hungary, mutilated Hungary was fefl with only 53,000
sq.km after the peacemakars had, naturally. without plebiscites, detached the whaole of
Morthem and Scuthem Hungary a5 wall, in order to create tha two new arlificial states
af Czechoslovakia and Yogoslavia respectively. As 15 well known, thoso two states no

longer sxist, because since 1989 they simply fell apart for back of inner cohesicn which
they had never had).

The Mad Halters' Party, costumed as Ihe gathering of delegataes for the drawing-up of
the Peace Treaty of Trianon culminated, allegedly i the name of national self-
determination, in the vivizection of 1000-year-0ld Hurngary. invoelving the forced transfer
of 3.5 millien Hungarians, ie. 1/3" of the entire Hungarian nation, to the oppressive rula
of three new mullnational stales masquerading as national states and democracies.
This a¢t concludad the destruction of tha Austre-Humgarian Emprre, which none other
than Winston Chaurchull. in Fis World War (I memcirs, descriced as ane of the Yollies of



the viclars (of 1918} and a ‘cardinal tragedy. The resulls of the vivisection of a natior,
the gangrenous slurmps in the shape of oppressed milions, i the narth. east and south
of tha Carpathian Basin, are still thera, even after 75 years, visible o all thel are willing
to laak.

THE EFFECTS OF THE DACO-ROMAN THEORY ON MINGRITY L\FE Mo sooner
had the Versalles peacemakers given the finishing touch to Greater Rumania in 1320,

than the Rumanian govemment, with a minimum of scnuples and 8 maximum of
chauvinistic arogance, in flagrant viclation of Whe Minority Treaty just signed by
Rumania herself, set about creating the Rumanian nation-siale on tha basis of 1he
monopohstie and exclusivistic Daco-Roman theory, Of course, Rumania's polibical
leaders knew anly too wall \hen, as they know today, that the continuity theory forged
into state philosophy constituted a palpable falsification of history, but they had no

qualms about the idea of devaloping national conscicusness based on a system of
Blalant deceit.

The Daco-Roman state myth pervading every aspect of life in Rumenia s obyiously not
designad lo establish and protect the rights of minorities. Consaguently, minority life 0
Rumenia has been extremealy difficull and unhappy, a veritable struggla far survival, N
tha last 75 years. n the Daco-Roman schemsa of things the minorities have no part lo
play == they are permanently ralegated to bhe category of second-class citizens hat
must rot have an idenily andior a history of ther own. They ara encouragsd to
agsirmlate of emigrate, but, in any case, they are regarded as a nuisance 1hat must
eventually disappear Within the tetalitarian framework of Daca-Ramanism, cobbled
together long before the birth of fascism, there is no room for plurahty and diversity in
matlers relating 1o culiume, education, fegal procedures and political life.

The impact of such slate philosophy was nothing less than disasirous on the Ife of the
Transylvanian Hungarians and Zaxon-Gemans wilh their well-developed sense of
idantity based on centuries-old historical, culiural and religous tradmons, radically
differing from those of the new rmasters from Old Rumania on the other zide of the
Carpattuan Mountains. To speed up ihe disappearanca of sucn solid hinguistic and
cultural blocks that were certainly nol mere ethnic minorities, Bucharesl, after 19d0,
wasled no time initiating the deslruction of the certunes-old Hungarian and Saxon-
German school system and the confiscation of privately and communally-owned fanded



property of the Hungarian and Saxon-German population in the newly-annexed

tarritories.

At the same time, anti-Jewish excesses wers orchestrated in Transylvania and Oid
Rumeria, which continued throughout the nlerwar period and culminated in the mass
murrcer of 400 000 out of 800,000 Rumanian Jews during World War 1l. The mediaval
Savagery of the: anti-Jewish pogroms perperatad by e Rumarran Army shocked even
batlle-hardened veterans of the Waffen-55 wha often intervened to save Jews fraom
baing tutchered. Ceausescu sold most of the survivors 1 lerasl. Today there are aboul
20,100 Jews left in Rumania,

As for the ethnic Germans of one-time Eastern Hungary, the Transylvanian Saxons and
the Banat Swabians - tetalling 745,000 in 1930 - whase ancestors had been settlad in
the regicn from the 12™ century an. by the kings of Hungary, Iheir distinguished BO0-
year-old history vinually ended in the Ceausescu era which represented the apotheosis
of the Daco-Roman cult (The Transylvanian Saxons were the first Eurapean people to
imtroduce & systam of compulsory education, 150 yBars earlier than the Enghsh. A
Transylvanian Saxon, Hermann Oberth, was the mentor of YWermher van Eraun The
lalter had designed the V2 racket and the Salum rocket that carried the US aslmnauts
to the moon). Deprived of their cultural and economic bases, Hhe remnants of thosg
Saxons and Swatrans who had survived Werld War N and its Ao less deadly aftermath,
were literaliy soid in Iheir tens of thousands by Ceausascy ko West Germany. Today,
about 100,000, mainly eldardy Germans ara lefl in Transylvania, but evan they zeem to
prefer emigration to diving out their lives in their Rumanianized homeland Indeed,
another successful aperation of alhnic cleansing, after the emigration of the Jews.

From the very first moment of Rumanian rule in Transylvania, Bucharest, ohsessed with
tre Daco-Raman myth. singled out the strong Hungarian community as the main target
of its xenophobic nationality policy. In tha first fve years after Triaton almost 2 million
Transylvarran Hungarians lost more than half of their schools including their uriversiby
in Kolozsvar {Rumanian Cly), Transylvania's capital. Bucharest passed one anti-
rminorty decree alter the other. In the interwar paried, the Hungarian minarity, afang
with the Saxons. was subjected, in open violalion to e Mirority Trealy of 1920, o
sEvere social, economic and cultural discrimireation Complainls against thess
Dppressiva measures, submitted to the League of Nations, wera genarally unsuccoegsfil
beczuse the League was dominated by the Versailles peacemakers whe wera




ebviously not interestad in rectifying injustices arising out of their awn revolfingly unjust
peace sattlement The mood prevaling at the League is fully illustrated by the nole
written by the French Department of tha Laague of Nations to the Foreign Mimistar in
Paris on Apri & 1827, Ihat "although the Hungarian complamt is justified the
Fumanians are our friends.” Even Lioyd George. one of the main architecls of 1he
Varsaifles Setflernent, was disgusied by the official Franch policy of covering up the
putragecus trealment of minorities in the successor states of dismembared Austria-
Hungany.

The lol of Transyivania's opprassed Hurpgarians improved somewhat by the retum of
MNartham Transylvama o Hurgary by the 2™ \fienna Award in 1940, The improvement
lasted only unhl the end of Sugust, when Rumaniia, until then Hitler's most enthusiastic
satelite, suddanly performed another of her traditional 180-degrea-tums of foreign
policy, threw in her Iot with the Soviet Union and procesded to shoot her erstwhile
(aerman allies, who had been taken unawaras, in the back. In Octobar 1944, Rumanan
militias, follewing in the footsteps of advancing Soviet combat formations  instituted
such Urnspeakable reign of temrar amangst the Hongarians in Northem Transylvan that
the Hungarian populalion, in fear of its very existence, felt compalled to appesal to the
Sewiets (1) for protection. (Truly, @ unigue event in those days in Central Europe). The
Soviet Miltary Government premptly intervened and ardered the recently established
Rumaznian administration cul ef Morthem Transylvania.

Since Rumania had joined the wvictanous side in the final monthe of Werld War V| the

Feace Treaty of Paris rewarded her sarvices once again with the whole of Transylvana
i 1947,

For a few years after 1845, the true face of Daco-Romamiz was hidden betond the
reasonably tolerart mask of lhe Rumanian People’'s Democracy. The education af the
rationalities in thesr mather tongue, from primary 1o tertiary level, appesred lo be
guaranteed. At last, thera was a Hunganan-language uriversily in Kalozsvar and, for
the firzt time in Rumania, even the Csango-Hungarians in Moldavia were tzught in their
mother tongus by Hungarian teachers. But the eyas of the stats power bahind Ihe mask
were unsmilngly opague. Qccazionaly, a red glare flashed in them, YWhenever Ihis
occurred, a new discriminatory govarnment decree, aimad al the minonties, was issuad,
&g, concerming the compulsory teaching of Rumanian in all schoals. the issuing of
rewritten histery books ignoring the Hungarian history of Transylvania and the impartant




historical role of the Transylvanian Saxons, the dismissal of the teachers of mirkrily
origin, ete. Tha mask began o slip off in 18953 when the independent Hungarian Bilyar
Uneversity of Kolozsvér was forcibly mergad, under the chairmanship of tha then young
Ceausescu, with the Bumanian Babes University. As a result, three Hungarian
professors commitied suicide.

The mask was completely dropped, when Caausescu, asgsuming the title of Conducate?
(Leader), became Rumania's head of state. Now, the Daco-Reoman brains trust decided
the Ume was ripa for implementing the Final Solution of the Hungariarn Quastion, and
Transylvania's 2.5 - 3 million Hungarians soon noticed that they ware facing tha worst
crises of their leng history, As the Rumanianization of all educational institutions was
radically stepped up. instruction in Hungarian from kindergarten o university was
reduced fo a mHNIMUM, 25 2 result of mergers, parallahzation, unification, ele, In schaols
and mass media, the aggressive propagation of the Daco-Roman dogma was
combingd wilh apen agiaticn agamst tha twe {argest ethnic minorities, the Hungarians
and Saxor-Germang, who were labelled as 'bozgors' (vagrants) and 'latecomers,
colonists' respectively. There were even cases, where pevple =paaking Hungarian in
pubhic were beaten to death; where women in iabour in stata matemity clirmcs, when
caling out in Hungarian, were sharply tofd naot to sSpeak Hungarian, etc Im order 1o rob
the Hungarians and Germans of possibla seurces of nalional COMSCioUsness, all
histerical docurments, archives, libraries, et in private khands, and in the possession of
religious congregaticns and other organisations wera conficcated by Lhe slata. (As a
matter af fact, the dion's share of Rumania's culiural and historical heritage has been
contributed by Transylvanian Hungarians and Saxons, as a resull of Transylvania's
participating, since the establishment of the Hungarian State, in &l intellectual
mavements that have shaped the face of Western ciwlization, from scholasticism,
through Renaissance, Humanism and Reformation, 1o Enlightenment  With Ihe
exception of Enlightenment that Belaledly reached the Rumanian Principalities jn the
18" gentury, these movements never penetrated into the exclusivist wordd of Eastern
Orthodoaxy cutside the massive arc of the Carpathian Mountains. This fact axplains why
the architectural styles of the Romanesque, Solhic, Renaizsance, Barogue and Rocors
pariods never crossed tha ridges of the Carpalhizns (o the South and to the East. Al of
this accounts for 1he fundamental differances existing, it ewvary respecl between
Transylvania and Qld Rumania It is difficult to imagine thal the shades of Clemenceau,
Lioyd George and Wilson, wherever they might be, could still be proud of Iheir
handmvark thatl even now continues bearing bitter fruil, as evidanced by the recent



Yugoslav infemo and the prevailing aminous situatian in Transylvania and elsawhers in
the dizmambered Carpathian Basin),

To add insult 1o injury, Ceausescu and coharts repeatedly proclaimed that the 'nomadic
people’ . Hungariarss, and tha 'immigrant people’, ie. Gemans, did not bring with them
2n advancead civilisalion. but simply ook over the civilisation existing in Transylvania, ia.
Baco-Roman civilisation One cannct help being amused by this claim, advarced by
pecple whose ancestors, when they first appeared in Transylvania, had not yet
managed 1o raise thcmselves above the cultural level of nomadic goatherds and
shepherds. Other anti-Hungarian measures included the removal of Menuments
raminding peopla of Transylvania's Hunganan pasl, the Rumanianization of a number
af wel-known figures of Humganan histary asscoiated with Transylvarmia, the
rapiacement of Hungariam mscriptions by Rumarnian cnes on headstones in some
<emeleries, the systematic mass migration of Rurnanians to Transylvania's historic
ciltize which had been overwhelmingly Hungarian-populated until 1920, while
Hungarans were prevented from moving o urban areas, and the stepped-up
censtruction of Orthodox churches in mainly Hungarizn communities. [Religion
ganarally defines nationalty in Transylvanian.

Finally, Ceausescu and his Dace-Roman zealots came up wilh the idea of the so-called
‘systamatisation scheme' wivolving the destruction of about 7O villages, including, of
course, sevaral thousands of centuries-old Hungarian and German settlements. It had
been intanded to disperse the population of the setliemants earmarked for desfruction
all over Rumania, bul mainly in Old Rumania, and thereby to wipa cul minority
concentratians andfor majorities in Transylvanian localities, ance and for all. At last, the
Canducator's Great Design outraged world puklic apinion, which until then had been
completaly fooled by Ceausescou's liberal' Jewish emigraticn policy and his sEeMinghy
staunch amb-soviel stance. {(As indicated above the Conducators 'iberal Jewish
emigration policy was cnly cyrical sxploilation of human misery and lguidation of an
urwanted manonty group, As for bus anti-Soviel Stance, t was ohly a ploy to enable him
te canduct intensive and successiul industrial espionage 0 the West, primanly far the
benefit of the: Soviet Union). The warld-wide storm of indignation stayed Ceausescu's
hand long enough until & was oo fate. But he would most carainly have brought off his
Dace-Foman mastersiroka if he had not run out of lime.



The revolution of 1984, triggered by Rev. Laszld Tokés and his Hungarian parishioners
i the one-time Hungarian city of Temesvar (Rumamian Timisoarap, swepl away
Ceausescu and his system, but Daco-Romanism was not buried with Rim. Frightenad
by the explosion of popular discontenl in the days of the ravolution, Coausescly's
succassors, including guite a few of his ex-asscciates, spoke elogquently and with
apparent sympathy about the past grievances and just demands of the Hungariars. In
faci, the new Rumaman govemment promized to guarantea ihe indrviduzl and
colfective righls of minarities. But a= saon as the new administration had managad 1o
consolidale ks position, Daco-Romanism raised its ugly head again. Tha promised
reforms for the beneftt of the mingrities were not introduced. Tha schools confiscated
from the Hungarians and Genmeans were not returned. Meither the Hungarian Uriversity
nor tha Hungarian consulate in Kelozsvdr {the latler also closed by Ceausescu) was
respened. The ban on the impod of Hungarian books was reimposed and antic
Hungarian agdetion in Ihe mass media and anti-Hunganan oratory in parliament
becarme the order of tha day once again.

The worst example of Daco-Reman revival was the murderous attack by a scythe-
wielding crowd of 2000 Rumanians chanting: "We want 1a drink Hungarian Blood” an
unarmed Hungarians peacefully demenstrating for the return of thair sehools, in the
cenire of Marosvasarhely {Rumarian Tirgu Mures), on 19" March 1920, On that
occasion, sevaral pagple were kiled and hundreds senously injured, including Andras
3010, the most famous Hungarian wriler in contamporary Transylvania, whose injuries
consisted of one eye destroyed and one arm and several ribs broken. The sluggish
responsa o the attacks and altempis to spread the blame showed What official
sympathies were with the attackers. The atlacks showed signs of being orchastrated.
with the attackers being dnven in buses to the scene from surrounding rural areas.

In tha six years since the Pogrom of Marosvasarhely, the human rights posttien of the
Transylvanian Hungarians has not improvad They still have no ehiversity of their own;
mast of ther confiscated schaols and cullural institutions have still not been ratupned 16
them and. of course, there is still no Hungarian consdlate in Kelozsvar, Hungarian
officials voted info office in Hungarian-inhabited regions have been known 1o be
dismissed and replaced by Rumanians appointed by the govermment. If Hungarians
dare 1o display i public 2 Hungarian language posler announcing a play in the
Hungarian Thaalra in Kolozsvar, the Rumanian meyor has the poster promptly f&moved
by police. Recently, the same mayer has been rasponsible for organising excavations,



congisting of a network of deep trenches in the main =quare of the city, by means of
whith, as the story goss, Rumanian archagsqloqgists are planning 19 uneanh now,
startling esvidance of Daco-Roman cortinuty.. Meanwhile, the Bucharesl governrment
has passed tan additional anti-minority laws. ena. on banning the display of foraign (ie

Humgarian) flags and the singing of foraign {ie, Hungarian) national anthems in pubhc,
and. the ather, on seriously discniminaling against the leaching and study of the

Hungarian lenguage, Ta some axlent, Hungarians in Teansyhvama are worse off today
than they were in the Ceausescu era.

It is incredible that such things can be inflicked on 2.5 - 3 million members of ane of the
ald hislorc natons of Europe, in their ancastral homaland, where, undsr Hunganan rule
in 1568, the Diat of Tarda, far in advance of Western European praclices. declarad
uriversal and complete freedom of worship. incredible and revolting, in the final years
of the Cenlery of Hurman Rights, in the heart of Eurape, thase things are the logical
consaquence of the unnatural Versailles Settlement and symptoms of a planned
process of cultural genocide, that has been making relantless prograss since 1820,
propeiled by the racist, 1olalitarian ideolsgy of the spuncus Daco-Roman slate myth.
Wielding Lhe myth as & tocl of indoctrinalion, Rurnania's pelifical leaders have deprived
generation after generation of ther own countrymen of the frue mags of themselvas.
imbued them wilh & cormasive hatred for everyting Hungarian and effectively prevented
tha creation of genuime historiography in Rumania. At the =ame time, the mylh has
been cyncally used to jusiify the outrageaus weatment of Hungariams to the Rumanian
population, and 0 cover up such urpalatable truths as, ag. the fact ihat Rumania had
notl gained Transylvania on historical grownds, or By virtze of her mililary achisyvemants,
but simply for batraying her allies in 1916 and 1844, Maturally, the myth has aiso served
at a carwenment cover for BEumamng's LEheasy conscience about the dubious legitimacy
of the fabulous prize gained at Trianon, that surpassed her wildest expectations, and for
lhe very natural feelings of infaricrity of a young, backward Balkan state about winning
an enomous piece af terrtory with superior urban civilisation.

Evah the present, by no maans axhaustive suvey of Daco-Romarnsm and its impact on
mincrily life should suffice to prove beyond the shadow of a doubl, that as long as this
exclusivistic and divisive philosophy of state is holding sway over Transylvania, ifter-
athnic peace must ramain a mirage in the region. The Dace-Roman state myth, hat 50
glaringly mililales agawnst the spirit ot our age, is engendaring and perpetusting inter-
ethnic preggudice, hoslility and hatred on such a Jarge scale thal the resulting



Jdestaprlisation of Central Europa can na longer be ignored and toleraled as an intemal

aftair of Rumania. espacially since Rumania has expressed her wish to join the EU and
NATC

In order lo defuse the potentfially dangerous situation in Transylvania and work aul 8

satisfactony solulion of the problem. intamational intervention by sppropriate agencres
of the EU, UND and NATD is now urgent and unaveoidable.

First of all, undar the auspices of Ihe above organisations, the axe should be Laid unto
the rcot of all ewl in Transylvaria, perhaps by means of a large commission of
indepandent historians, archaeologists, linguists and jurists who should axamine EVEry
aspect of the Daco-Roman theory and its affacts on minarty life, with painstaking care.
The report of the commission, presumakly ne legitimation of Daco-Romanism and no
praise of its mpac! on inter-ethnic relations, shauld be officially sent to the Rumanian
gavermnmant and o all universities in Rumania. (Hopefully, the first positiva resull of this
step would be the beginning of genuine historiograpky in Rumania), MNaturatly, the
report should also be made available to the world mass media, to all universities,
neluding the Unwersity of Paris, and 1o publishers of encyclopedias all aver the world,

Thareafter, the satllement of the Transylvanian Queestion =houkd be attacked, A solution
can enly be effected by the states thatl are responsicla for having created the problem in
tha first plaga. Consequently, atlempts to bring aboul ‘réconciliation’ by farcing Hungary
ard Rumania to sign a bilateral treaty would be just another exercise in hypocrisy and
futility. {Commencing with the Minority Treaty, which was an integral parl of the Traaty
of Trianon in 1920, Rumania has, since, sighed scores of peace tresties, minority
accords, human rights and basic freedom declarations without, howaver, honouring a
single one of them. After atl, sinca 1520, complimants of Trianon, she has bean halding
all frump cards ia 103000 sgkm of termtory and millions of hostages, (For similar
reasons, the enforced bilateral traaty of 1995 betwesn Hungary and Slovakia has since
turned out a resouriding faiure). A bilateral treaty would, once again, sweep the case of
Transylvania's opprassed Hungarians under the carpet).

The politicians and diplemals charged wilh the task of finding a sciution 1o the
Transylvanian imbroglic will have to address themselves to their business in the spirit of
perfect mpartiality. (By comparison. the Versalles paacamakers of 1920 did not bothar
about reading Ihe documents representing the subrmissions of the Hungarian dalegation




to the peace conference The original sealed envelopes wilth contents weare found 50
years later by & researcher in tha archives of the Franch Foroigrn Ministry in Fans}.
However, the polilicians and diplormnats concarned should bear n mind that Rumania,
over the lasl Y& years, has clearly forfeited the right and damaonstrated ber inabitity of
adminrstering multi-ethnic territorics, in a civilised manner. Nor should the fact be
igrored that since 19689 several stafe borders in Europe have been changed, mainly by
Trianon's beneficiaries. without the perpetrators suffening Internaticnal condemnation.
Consequently, it is an act of palpable hypocrisy to preach invialabilty of bordars anly to
Hungary, victim of Trianon's vile injustice, After the break-up of Yugoslzwa and the
dissolution of Czechoslovalkia, the present polifical heirs of tha Varsailles peacemakers
must face up 1o the fact that the Triznen Settlemeant n 1he Carpathian Basin has finally
died bocause it was congenitally diseased. What now 15 vitally important, 1= = healthy
replacement that will do justice to the legitimate interaste of all national graups in the
region. Peace it Central Eurcpa can only be established within the framework of a new
compretensive settlement that will guarantee Iife withaut fear for all sthnic groups in
their ancesiral homelands. {In this connection, a belated tribute is due 1o ex-Assistant
Secratary of State of the USA, Richard Holbrooke whio, in September 1994, in an
impressive Congressional Address, put the blama for the prasand tragic inler-ethnic
scene in Central Eurape, squaraly where it belongs: upon ‘he Versailes peacamakars
Bnd their handiwork - Obviously, Central Eurcpe and tha world would be 3 happier
place loday, if the Versailles Show of 191920 had been run by maen of Holbrooke's
vision and calibre. instead of Clomenceau & o)

Naturally. the new comprehensive settlemant in tha Carpathisn Basin must nclude, as
an intagral part 2 new order in Transylvamia as well, in order to prevent 3 repast
performance of the Yugostav tragedy in anather theatrs, The new order in Transylvania
will most certainly have to enlail border changes because. in the mterast of progress
and human dignity, either the Hungarian-inhabited areas only, ar the entire region st
be fraad from the unnatural rule of Bucharest with its oppressive almosphere
compoundad of Daco-Roman obsessicn, taditions of Balkar viclance, Leyvanbne
coruption and xenophobic Orthodox: inalerance.

VARIANTS OF & SOLUTION Cne possibility and a significant improvement on the
present intolerable slale of affairs would be the reattachment of Transylvania's

Hungarfan-inhabited regions to Hungary raughly along the lines of the 2™ Vienna Award
of 19403



Anather possible selution would be the creation of an indaspendent Transylvania ruled
by a coaltien govarnment made up of all nationalities on an equitable basis. with every
natidnality enjoying full individual and collectrva rights embodied in an aulonomous
political structura in s respective araa

Thera is another satisfactory variant yet which has a great deal 10 recommend L Ths
would be a fedaration of Transylvania, Carpatho-Ruthenia [part of lhe Ukraine, =t
present). and one-lime Southern Hungary, thres distinct ragions and yal unmistakahly
integral parts of the perfect gecgraphical wnit of the Carpathian Basin, cut off, &l the
morment, by stata borders and customs barriers and attached to political enlities whose
cantras of gravity are stuated oulside the Carpalhian Basin.

CONCLUSION The Weat, 1 which Transylvania had belonged for aver 1000

years, before tha man of Versailles thrust her into the prisan of an alien world, musi pay
= dabt af hanour to her by smashing the deor of her prison, Qnly then will she he able
10 repain her soul and provide happiness and prosperity for all her childran

Trampling furdamental human rights under foot in the last 76 years, Bucharest has
done everything in its power (o completely Rumanianize Transylvania by attempting to
deprive a couple of millior people of their ancient ethinic identity. Instead of succesding,
the frerzied attempt has anly resulted in drawing intemational attention to the findings
of true historians. archasalogists and linguists, who bave always known that the claim
of Lrace-Roman continuity was fatse, and therefore: Transylvania is not the cradle of

the Rumaman pecple,

This essay wes witlern in Apni 19596, Since then the situation of Transylvanian
Hungarians has rot essanfially imoroved i spite af the Basic Bifaleral Treafy belweesn
Hungary and  Rumama  signed  under  duress  In September 1596,
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Some fing exampltes of western architectura in the region, Hungarian and Saxon
in essence, Byzanting-orthodox Rurmanian culture has lefl
fe mark ofn pre-Trianon Transylvanla.



