
October

THE DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

On the 6th of October, 1849, 13 generals of the Hungarian Honved Army were executed at Arad, and

the first Prime Minister of Hungary, Count Lajos Batthanyi was shot in Pest. Some 200 leaders of the Freedom

War were subsequently executed by the vengeful Austrians during that tragic year of 1849.

On the anniversary of the Arad executions, we remember all Hungarian victims of the wars, revolutions

and invasions, which fell on the nation during its 11 centuries of history in Central Europe. Other sad

anniversaries honour the memory of those who died on Hungary’s many battlefields, but the 6th of October is

dedicated to those who died violently, without defence or choice, because of their nationality, religion or

ideology.

We remember the two million victims of the Tartar invasions of the Middle Ages. We think of the more

than four million Magyars killed or carried off to the slave markets of Asia during the Turkish wars of the 16th-

17th centuries. We remember the Protestant preachers sent to the galleys by the Austrian Inquisition, and the

families of the “Kuruc” freedom fighters massacred by the Imperial troops. We mourn the 500 women and

children of the Szekely village of Madefalva who were massacred in 1764 by the Imperial troops in retaliation for

the men’s refusal to serve in the Imperial Army.

During the Freedom War of 1848-49 several thousand Magyar civilians — mostly women and children

— fell victim to the violence of the guerilla bands of the various nationalities incited by the Austrian Government.

At the end of the First World War, the Moscow-directed Communist regime had some 590 persons killed for

alleged resistance against the regime, mostly peasants . . .

The horrifying losses of the Second World War are still in living memory. Until March 1944 Hungary gave

protection to more than one million Jews, many of them refugees from neighbouring countries. On the 19th of

March, 1944 Germany assumed military and political control over Hungary. At first, hundreds of anti-German

politicians and intellectuals were arrested and taken to German concentration camps, then, in May, the mass

deportation of the Jewish population began: 400,000 were taken to the concentration camps in Poland. Of these

between 120,000 and 200,000 perished during transport or in the death-camps. Hungary’s Regent, Horthy,

learned of the deportations and he stopped them, thus saving the lives of the rest of the Hungarian Jews.

The calvary of the rest of Hungary’s civilian population began at the end of 1944. The fighting on

Hungarian soil lasted seven months — the capital, Budapest, was besieged for two months. The bombings, the



house-to-house fighting and the lack of food and services claimed thousands of civilian lives. The so-called

“liberation” by the Soviet troops caused the hospitalization of some one million Hungarian women. In one typical

episode of this “liberation” the Bishop of Gyor, Vilmos Apor, was killed by the “liberating” troops for defending the

women who had sought refuge at his residence.

According to the U.S. Congress investigations, 295,000 Hungarian civilians — among them boys and

girls of 13-14 — were deported to the Soviet Union. Of these civilians, and of the 325,000 Hungarian prisoners

of war, some 350,000 perished in the Soviet Union. Nor did the killings stop at the end of the war. In 1946 the

Hungarian villages Kis and Nagydobrony were destroyed by aerial bombing for allegedly refusing to deliver the

crops — 3,000 Magyar peasants died in the Hungarian “Lidice”.

The foreign-controlled regime in Hungary conducted a relentless campaign of retaliation against the

former ruling class of the nation. The number of victims is unknown, neither is it known how many perished

during the 1956 Freedom War.

Hungarian history has many sad anniversaries, but October the 6th always remains the epitome of the

martyrdom of all’ innocent Magyar victims of persecution and tyranny.

(The data relating to the Jewish deportations are based on G. Reitlinger’s “The

Final Solution”, London, 1971, Pp. 570-577.

Other data: from Special Report No. 10 of the Select Committee of the House of . Representatives,
Washington, D.C. 1954, also various works of Prof. C. A. Macartney, Encyclopaedia Britannica, etc.).

Ilona Massey (Hajmassy), star of romantic film-operettas, died on the 10th of October, 1974 in

Washington D.C. at the age of 62.

She was born in Hungary. After World War I the theatre and film industry of impoverished Hungary could

not offer career opportunities for the large number of talented artists of the nation. Thus Ilona, together with

many of her contemporaries, left Hungary to seek fame abroad. This great exodus of Magyar talent led many of

them to Hollywood. Because of the language difficulties, relatively few Hungarian actors reached stardom in this

Mecca of the film.

Ilona Massey was one of the few. In addition to her theatrical and linguistic talent, she also possessed a

pleasant singing voice and gentle romantic beauty. These qualities ensured for her leading roles in such fllm-

operettas as “Balalaika” and “Rosalie” with Eddy Nelson as her partner.

After the war she married an American general and retired from the theatre. She was proud of her

Hungarian ancestry without using her “Magyarness” as a publicity gimmick. The first refugees of the 1956

freedom fight were welcomed in Canada by Ilona Hajmassy reciting the Hungarian national anthem . . .



Among the other stars of the “Hungarian period” of Hollywood were Paul Lukas (Lukacs), Cornet Wilde,

Eva Bartok and more recently Peter Lorre, Tony Curtis (Kertesz) and the Gabor sisters.

Between 1930 and 1960 the Hollywood film industry was dominated by Hungarian-born producers and

directors. As in their position organizing ability was more important than the knowledge of the English language,

the Magyar directors went about their tasks with supreme confidence and contempt for the rules of the language.

They brought three decades of prosperity to Hollywood — and enough anecdotes to fill the filmstars’ memoirs for

a century.

The patriarchal rule of the ageless Adolf Zukor has covered practically the whole history of the movies.

He had a signpost erected at the centre of his empire, the Paramount Studios, showing the distance to Recse,

the Magyar village of his birth.

Istvan Szekely (Sekely), George Pal and many other Hollywood executives were of Hungarian birth,

including Mr Fox (Fuchs) of 20th Century Fox. In Britain, the Korda brothers (Sir Alexander, Zoltan and Vince)

created the finest imperial British films of the period with such directors as Mihaly Kertesz (Curtis) and the

Magyar film-music composer Miklos Rozsa.

In Hollywood, film-script writing was, for a time, the preserve of the “Laszlos” (L. Yadnai, L. Fodor, L.

Gorog, L. Bus-Fekete).

Of course, it was “not enough to be Hungarian, you gotta have talent too . . .“ as the sign said on Zukor’s

door.

It seems that during the first half of the century, talent was Hungary’s biggest export to America.

Some say that ham and corn came close second . . .

October the 15th, 1944 was one of the most fateful days in Hungarian history.

By September 1944 Hungary’s leaders knew that Germany was losing the war. The Regent, Miklos

Horthy, had already sent a secret delegation to Moscow in September 1944 to ask for an armistice. A prelimary

agreement was signed by this Hungarian delegation in Moscow on the 11th of October.

On Sunday, the 15th of October, the Regent called a meeting of the Crown Council. With the unanimous

agreement of the Council, Horthy told the German Ambassador that Hungary was asking Soviet Russia for an

armistice. Then the Hungarian radio read Horthy’s proclamation to the nation. He described Hungary’s desperate

position and told of Germany’s perfidious behaviour towards Hungary. In conclusion, the proclamation stated

that Hungary was about to conclude an armistice with Soviet Russia.



What happened after the proclamation is not clear. It seems that Horthy was arrested by the Germans

and that the strategic points of the capital were occupied by the German SS and the Hungarian right-wing

organizations. Horthy learned that his only son, Miklos, had been ambushed and kidnapped by Skorzeny’s

German commandos. Thus he was forced to revoke his proclamation. Soon the radio began to broadcast

messages rescinding the Regent’s proclamation. The Hungarian troops were told to continue fighting the

Russians. Then it was announced that Horthy had appointed Ferenc Szalasi to head a new government and that

he himself had resigned.

The Regent and his family were taken into “protective custody” in Germany where they remained until

the end of the war. The Hungarian army went on fighting. — Budapest fell after a two months’ siege, almost

completely destroyed.

The last Hungarian fighting units left Hungarian soil on the 4th of April, 1945.

Ferenc (Francis) Deak was born on the 17th of October, 1803. He was Count Szechenyi’s friend. The

two men led the moderate group of the reform politicians in the decades before the Freedom War. After the

constitutional victory in 1848 ‘he became a member of the first Hungarian ministry. When it became obvious,

however, that the Vienna Government intended to destroy Hungary’s constitutional freedom, he resigned from

the ministry. He continued however to work for reconciliation as a member of the Diet.



. After the defeat of the Freedom War, in 1849, Deak became the leader of the nation’s passive

resistance, while working for the reconciliation between the emperor and Hungary. With the moral support of

Queen Elizabeth and the cooperation of other moderate statesmen, Deak achieved his goal. In 1867 Austria and

.Hungary concluded the “Compromise” (“Ausgleich”). Hungary regained her constitutional rights, Francis Joseph

and Elizabeth were crowned King and Queen of Hungary and a responsible ministry was appointed. Deak

modestly declined participation in the. ministry, but supported it with his advice.

He died in 1876. The entire nation mourned him. Queen Elizabeth, Hungary’s friend and Deak’s admirer,

wept at his catafaique.

Deak’s personality is unique in Hungarian history. He looked like a simple country squire. Though witty,

he possessed no rhetorical talent (a very rare deficiency among Hungarians). His only speeches were friendly

talks with a pipe in his mouth and an anecdote on his lips. He was no soldier or writer either. However, at the

most difficult times, he became the leader of his nation by the sheer power of his brilliant intellect and moral

superiority. Though no politician, Deak was probably Hungary 's greatest statesman.

THE GLORY OF EGER

On the 17th of October, 1552, the Turkish siege of the fort of Eger ended with the victory of the

defenders.

After his victory at Mohacs in 1526, Sultan Soliman gradually consolidated his conquest of central

Hungary. By 1550 most of the Hungarian Plain and Transdanubia were under Turkish occupation. The

remaining western and northern counties formed the so-called “Royal Hungary”, ruled by the Habsburg King of

Hungary (and Emperor of the German Empire). The Habsburg kings considered Hungary a mere province of the

German Empire, a buffer region between the Osman and German territories. Their sole aim was to prevent the

Turkish invasion of Austria, preferably at the cost of Hungarian lives.

The indefinite borderline between the Turkish-occupied region and “Royal Hungary” was the scene of

constant border clashes between the aggressive Turks and the Magyar “frontier soldiers”, who were mostly

volunteers who received very little military or financial help from the king-emperor.

One of the largest strongpoints of these “frontier soldiers” was the fort of Eger at the foot of the northern

mountains. In 1552 the sultan decided to break through the line of frontier posts and advance to the Carpathian

mountains.



After having captured several strong forts, the victorious Turkish armies joined at Eger in September,

1552. The Turks had some 150,000 troops with heavy siege artillery. Facing them, the fort was held by 2,000

Magyar troops, equipped with a dozen small cannon and 200 muskets. Under the command of their captain,

Istvan Dobo and such resourceful officers as the engineering genius, Gergely Bornemissza, the Hungarians

managed to hold the fort for over six weeks. More than half the Hungarian garrison were killed, so that, towards

the end of the siege, the women often took the place of the fallen soldiers on the ramparts, helping to repulse the

Turks .

Frustrated and shamed by the long, wasteful siege, the Turkish troops finally refused to continue the

fight and retreated in disorder on the 17th of October, 1552.

For the first time since Mohacs, the Hungarians remained victorious on the field.

 “I TOO PLOUGH ED A FURROW . . .“

Janos Arany died one hundred years ago, on the 22nd of October, 1882. .

He is probably the greatest poet of the Hungarian nation —and he is almost unknown abroad. His choice

of typical Magyar themes, his profound understanding of his people and his mastery of the Hungarian language

make him a popular poet among Hungarians — but the same qualities make adequate translation of his poetry

almost impossible. One of his critics once said: “Whoever was born a Hungarian and thus was destined . . . to

accept our fate, is compensated for all the hardships by being able to read Janos Arany in the original . . .“

Arany was born in 1817 in a small village, in the heart of the Great Hungarian Plain. As a child, he lived

on the small family farm, and his father, a poor farmer, taught him reading, writing and the elements of the Latin

language — an achievement which throws an interesting light upon the intellectual standards of the Hungarian

peasants.

The talented boy completed his education at various colleges and became a teacher in his own village.

During the 1848-49 Freedom War he fought as a simple soldier — a circumstance which earned him an

“amnesty” after the defeat of the freedom struggle. He then gradually became the foremost man-of-letters in his

country and died, at the age of 66, as the universally respected literary authority in Hungary.

Thanks to his peasant environment, he knew the soul, the language and the folklore of the Magyar

people. His epic style suggests the calm wisdom and humanistic realism of the hardy people of the Great Plain.



Arany’s first masterpiece, “Toldi”, an epic of classic popular realism, is a folk-tale in verse based on a

local legend and tells of the adventures of a Magyar hero in the 14th century. Many soon found the form of

expression of which he eventually became the greatest representative in the Hungarian language: the ballad.

Each ballad is a little drama written in concise style with a deep understanding of the workings of the human

mind. One of his ballads deserves a special mention: “The Bards of Wales”, written in 1857. In that year, Francis

Joseph, Emperor of Austria was visiting Hungary, defeated in the Freedom War and little more than a conquered

province of Austria during those years of oppression following the war. The Hungarian poets were asked to write

a poem in his praise. Arany responded with this symbolic ballad, based on the legend of the bards of Wales who

refused to sing the praise of their conqueror, Edward I. No one could fail to recognize Francis Joseph and

defeated Hungary in the opening verses of the ballad:

“Edward, King of England, rode

Upon his royal steed;

Let me see what is the worth

Of the Welsh domain, quoth he.

Has it rivers, fallow land;

Has this blood done it good?

Do meadows with grass a-plenty spring

Of this patriotic rebel blood?

His other ballads are based on themes from Hungarian history or rural life. Their concise, racy

language makes them untranslatable.

Whilst essentially an epic poe t Arany did create lyric poetry of considerable charm. These poems

are mostly melancholic reflections interspersed with wisdom and humour. He was reticent about his

emotions and modest about his own role as a poet. The following lines constitute his humble “exegi

monumentum ."

“I travelled at the limits of the earth;

I too ploughed a furrow

And men cast upon it

Their momentary gaze . . .

. . . I lived here and among the many

I too strummed the lyre.”

He did much more than that. He was indeed the most Magyar of all Hungarian poets — except, possibly

for his extreme modesty, a rare quality indeed among his fellow Hungarians . . .

HUNGARIAN RHAPSODIES



Three well-known Hungarian composers are remembered in October.

Ferenc Liszt was born on the 22nd of October, 1811 in the Hungarian village of Doborian. His father, an

employee of Prince Eszterhazy, recognized his son’s talent and sent him abroad to study. Liszt soon became

known as the “Paganini of the piano . Later he settled in Switzerland, where his three children were born.

One of these, Cosima, married Richard Wagner.

During his frequent visits to Hungary, Liszt became acquainted with the popular interpretation of Magyar

folk music. These melodies inspired his “Hungarian Rhapsodies”. After having studied Hungarian folk music in

depth he created his “Hungaria”, a symphonic poem which presented genuine folk-music inspiration.

After the marriage of his daughter, Liszt lived in the art-loving German principality, Weimar and in

Bayreuth where his son-in-law, Wagner had established the centre of German musical culture.

In 1861 Liszt broke with his somewhat bohemian life-style and became a member of the Franciscan

Order. He gave up all worldly interests, except music. Dividing his time between Weimar and Budapest, he

helped to promote musical education in Hungary by founding the Academy of Music in Budapest, of which he

became the first president.

Ferenc Liszt was proud of his Magyar nationality. He wrote in one of his books: “I adore my country,

Hungary, and its music. My only desire is to serve them to the best of my abilities . . .“

He died in 1886 in Bayreuth.

Liszt’s musical opus is too important and too well known to be treated in this sketchy chronicle. There is,

however, one interesting aspect of his work, which should be mentioned. As his musical talent matured, the

cosmopolitan and bohemian prodigy of his youth developed into a truly Christian and Hungarian genius . The

last, most valuable creations of his life, the “Years of Pilgrimage” and “Hungaria” symphonic poems, his

“Coronation Mass”, “Christus Oratorium” and “Legend of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary” show a true artist who

found fulfillment in the lofty ideas of his Christian faith and Magyar nationality.

Ferenc Lehar, Hungarian composer died on the 24th of October, 1948.

It is said that there is not a single moment in the world without a Lehar melody on a radio station or

stage or in a concert hall.



Lehar was born in Hungary in 1870 at a time when Hungary and Austria formed one monarchy. As

Vienna was certainly the musical capital of the dual empire, Lehar began his musical career there. In 50 years

he wrote 30 operettas. Many of these are still performed and the melodies and songs of all of them can be heard

anywhere and at any time. He chose exotic venues for the romantic plots of his operettas, selecting practically all

major (and some minor) countries of the world, recreating the musical atmosphere of the chosen country.

The operetta dedicated to the country of his birth is entitled (unfortunately) “Gypsy Love”. He later

changed his undeserving title to “The Magician”. His best known operettas are: “The Merry Widow”

(Montenegro!), “The Count of Luxemburg”, “The Land of Smile” (China), “Frederica” (Germany), “Paganini” (Italy)

and “Frasquita” (Spain).

He kept his Hungarian citizenship all his life. However, at the end of World War II he did not hasten to

return to Soviet-liberated Hungary and died in Austria.

Imre Kalman, the other world-renowned Hungarian operetta composer died on the 30th of October,

1953.

He was born in Hungary in 1882. His light operettas achieved success in Hungary, Austria, Germany

and the United States. He popularized the urban, gypsy-orchestrated type “Magyar song” of the turning of the

century in several operettas with Magyar themes, such as “Csardaskiralyno” (translated, rather unfortunately:

“Gypsy Princess”)’ “Countess Marica”, “Circus Princess” and others.

He died in the United States.

THE 1956 FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

When the Soviet troops completed the occupation of Hungary in April 1945, they treated the

country as their colony by right of conquest. After a period of uneasy but seemingly Democratic

Government, Soviet Russia installed a  puppet government led by Moscow-trained communists under

strict Russian military control.

 By 1956 the Hungarians knew that the foreign ideology of Bolshevik Communism and the

Russian occupation troops were there to stay permanently. This is why the people — including the

Communist-educated youths and workers — rose against foreign ideology and oppression.

 During 1956 the Soviet Empire was shaken by such events as Stalin’s repudiation by the

Moscow Communist Congress and the upheavals in Poland in the summer months. In Hungary, during



the month of October various student groups began to manifest their wishes to change the nation’s

colonial status. On the 22nd of October the Budapest student groups formulated their 16 point

suggestions. These included the demand for free elections, a multi-party system and the withdrawal of

Russian occupation troops.

On the 23rd of October peaceful demonstrations at various points of Budapest voiced the demands for

reforms. Bloodshed began in the evening when the Communist Political Police fired upon a peaceful rally

outside the Budapest radio station. The demonstrators then received help from some units of the Hungarian

Army and began to fight back. The leaders of the Hungarian Communist Party asked for Russian military help.

The Russians obliged, and for five days bitter fighting went on between Russian tanks and Communist Political

Police on one side and Hungarian students, workers and regular soldiers on the other.

Eventually a new Hungarian Government was formed with the popular Imre Nagy as Premier. Nagy

disbanded the hated Political Police and arranged for the withdrawal of the Russians from Budapest. On the

30th of October Cardinal Mindszenty was freed. On the 1st of November Premier Nagy announced Hungary’s

withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact and declared the country’s complete neutrality. The Revolution was —

apparently — victorious . . .

Unknown to the Hungarians, Moscow had already decided to crush the Hungarian freedom struggle by

force. While the battered Russian units were retreating from Budapest, fresh Soviet units began to pour into the

country from the East. The Russians had obtained the approval of their satellites (and also of “neutral”

Yugoslavia) for action against Hungary. The Western powers were busy with the Suez Crisis, which began on



the 29th of October by the British-French-Israeli invasion of Egypt. The U.N.O. Security Council decided that the

question of Russian troops in Hungary was a matter between the Hungarian and Russian Governments. The

U.S.A. remained silent.

Thus assured, Soviet Russia decided to crush Hungary’s struggle. While still pretending to “negotiate”

with the new Hungarian Government, they directed 10 armoured divisions towards Budapest and on the 4th of

November they attacked the unsuspecting city.

Though the military leaders of the country had been abducted by the Russians on the previous day, the

freedom fighters fought back with incredible bravery, fighting tanks with small arms and Molotov-cocktails. The

brute force of tanks and guns broke the resistance of Budapest, but in the country fighting went on until January

1957.

The Russians installed a puppet Communist Government under Janos Kadar, but the workers’ passive

resistance continued for months after the nation’s military defeat.

Western newsmen who observed the fighting could not help being impressed, not only by the matchless

courage of these young fighters against overwhelming odds, but also by the generous behaviour of the freedom

fighters. There was no looting, no acts of individual revenge against Russians. Shop windows broken open by



the fighting still had their contents intact and money was collected in unguarded, open boxes on the street

corners.

For three months after the Russian invasion, clandestine radios of the last resistance groups kept

sending their dramatic messages to the West, asking for moral and political help — they needed no arms or

soldiers. The West reacted slowly, the futile U.N. resolution condemning the Russian intervention remained inef-

fective and the praise heaped upon the brave freedom fighters by the greatest minds of the West came too late.

One of these clandestine freedom radios sent this message:

“Civilized people of the world, listen and come to our aid . . . We implore you in the name of justice,

‘freedom . . . to help us. Our ship is sinking. Light is failing. The shadows grow darker every hour over the soil of

Hungary”.

This is how the American publication “Life” responded —belatedly — to their call: “The . . . Reyolution is

a story of glory — and a small, sorrowful memorial to the bravery of Hungary . . . It is a cry to renew the love for

liberty and the spirit of sacrifice, so that fighters for freedom, wherever they may rise, do not another time stand

and die alone

By the time this moving tribute appeared in print, the Hungarian fighters for freedom had died alone and

the dark shadow of Communist domination had covered the blood-soaked soil of Hungary . . .

(Sources: United Nations Report of the Special Committee on the Problem of Hungary. General Assembly. Official Records:

Eleventh Session, Supplement No. l8-A/3592. New York, 1957

Life: "hungary's fight for freedom" Special Report, New York 1957. Various reports of radio monitors, foreign journalists and

observers).

The American War of Independence had its Hungarian volunteers too. One of them was Colonel MihaIy

(Michael) Kovats who served in Washington’s army as a cavalry commander, true to his motto: “Fidelissiums ad

Mortem” — “Faithful Until Death” .

American military history mentions the “Springfield Charge” of Colonel Karoly Zagonyi on the 25th of

October, 1861.



The Hungarian hussar colonel charged the superior forces of the Confederation at Springfield, destroyed

them and secured the State of Missouri for the Union.



The Hungarian-born scientist and explorer Sir Aurel Stein died on the 26th of October, 1943, in Kabul,

Afghanistan. He held high British honours, the British Government financed his expeditions and the publication

of his books. When he died — far from both his countries, his assistants put the handful of Magyar soil, which he

had always carried with him, in his coffin . . .

Albert Szent-Gyorgyi received the Nobel Prize on the 28th of October, 1937 for his discoveries in

Physiology (Vitamin C).

As professor of Szeged University he was the only Hungarian scientist to receive the Nobel Prize while

working in Hungary. There are several prize-winners of Hungarian birth, but they all worked abroad at the time of

the award. Such scientists were: Fulop Lenard (1905, Physics), Robert Barany (1914, Medicine), Richard

Zsigmondy (1925, Chemistry), Gyorgy Hevesy (1943, Chemistry), Gyorgy Bekessy (1961, Physics), Jeno

Wigner (1963, Physics), Denes Gabor (1971, Physics).


